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Preface

All is not well in the World Trade Organization. Does a global economy
require global institutions? If global institutions falter, one possible alterna-
tive is interregionalism: economic integration between two distinct regions.
This book explores the logic of interregionalism by focusing on the
European Union, which has pursued agreements with Latin America, East
Asia, and the Southern Mediterranean, among others. Why has the EU
pursued this strategy? In this book, we explore EU interregionalism in
search of insights into this emerging face of the international political
economy.

This project has been generously supported by the Institute of European
Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. Not only did the Institute’s
funding allow us to hold conferences in California and Brussels over the
course of a three-year period – and to produce this book – but IES’s original
funding guidelines provided a valuable winnowing tool for honing our
conceptualization of interregionalism and its relevance in the international
political economy. We owe particular thanks to Gerald Feldman, director of
the Institute, and to associate director Beverly Crawford, who provided
moral and intellectual support throughout.

This project also gave us an opportunity to engage with a network of top-
notch European scholars who have worked on similar issues of interregion-
alism and the European Union. Under the leadership of Professor Mario
Teló, these scholars shared their wisdom and perspective with our own
group of scholars, and were gracious hosts of a conference in Brussels in
October 2002 in which our two groups came together. But our primary
intellectual debt is to our own authors – Beverly Crawford, Cédric Dupont,
Hilde Engelen, Jörg Faust, Julie Gilson, and John Ravenhill – each a world-
class expert in her/his respective field. The value of their contributions to
our conceptual framework – in addition to their own first-rate chapters –
cannot be understated.

And then there are of course the unsung heroes. In particular, we owe a
debt of gratitude to the young minds at the Berkeley APEC Study Center
who provided research and logistical support to this project along the way,
including Joel Burgos, Mary Eddy, Eric Hausner, John Owens, Jennifer Rho,
Henluen Wang, Derek Wong, Olivia Wu, and Daniel Xu. Special thanks go
to Justin Kolbeck, Matthew Odette, and Devon Rackle, each of whom made
sustained substantive contributions to the project. And the BASC-affiliated
graduate students Ralph Espach, Min-Gyo Koo, Elaine Kwei, and Zachary
Zwald provided valuable feedback along the way.
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Finally, we want to acknowledge the excellent work of the Palgrave team
in bringing this project to fruition, including Amanda Watkins, Kerry
Coutts, and Shirley Tan. Without their skill and patience, this book simply
would not have happened.

Vinod K. Aggarwal
Edward A. Fogarty

University of California, Berkeley
December 2003
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